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Type III Overprints 

Tom Brougham’s handbook on 
the Type III overprints will soon be 
ready for publication. Our website 
has his census and it should be 
checked by anyone who might have a 
question about these scarce stamps. 
By coincidence two covers to France 
with the second printing of No. 48, 
the 5c Type III stamp, came up for sale 
on eBay in August. One is illustrated 
below. The seller started the bidding 
at $10 and one of our members bought 
the set of two for $1637. 


Western Philatelic Library 

Every Spring while attending 
WESTPEX, I notice a room full of papers, 
old magazines, and books for sale by the 


Western Philatelic Library. 
continued page 26 
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Bliss Provisional on CZ No. 10 (CZSG 10.PD) 
by Gary B. Weiss and Tom Brougham 


One of the most exciting aspects of Canal Zone philately is the discovery of 
important, previously unknown items. The stamp described here (Fig. 1) is the 
earliest reported Scott number with Bliss provisional postage due handstamp. 
It was initially offered in the CZSG Mail Sale two years ago and withdrawn to 
allow time for authentication. It has now been sold by private treaty. 

The stamp was found in an accumulation; initially, no special significance 
was attributed to the used stamp. It was a common item, Scott No. 10, the 


December 1904 2c map issue with unusual 
straight line cancel. The marking reads 
“ge Due.” The earliest Canal Zone postage 
dues were prepared in 1907 by then Pedro 
Miguel Postmaster Bliss by precancelling 
(sheets of) stamps with the marking 
“Postage Due” in upper and lower case 
letters. Thisis Type B. Type Ais all upper 
case letters and was not used until 1908. 
The marking is longer than the stamp, 
so provisional Type B dues are always 
incomplete on the stamps. The distinction 
between used and unused is based on 
whether the stamp has gum. 

The letters in the marking seemed 
identical to the Type B Bliss provisional; 
the stamp was submitted to the American 
Philatelic Expertizing Service. On 
June 17, 2008, it received certificate 
181891 that it was genuine, used. The 
stamp will be exhibited for the first 
time in October 2008 at SESCAL. 


Fig. 1 Canal 
Zone No. 48 on 
cover 








Fig. 1 CZ No. 10 with Bliss 
provisional handstamp 
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President’s Report 
continued from page 25 

This year I was curious enough 
to walk into the room and start 
looking through the massive amount 
of documents. To my delight, I found 
some original documents of which I 
only had poor photocopies. The price 
for these was reasonable and then asa 
bonus I found a 1925 Scott Catalogue 
for only 75 cents — a true bargain 
as it gave me the old Scott numbers 
for the Canal Zone. I met one of the 
WPL members, Roy Teixeira, and 
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Auctions 
by Jim Crumpacker 


The second calendar quarter, Apr. 
1-June 30, 2008, was surprisingly 
active for Canal Zone items offered 
at public auction. A Special Auction 
Report appears separately in this issue 
as a result of a 125+ lot sale by H.R. 
Harmer in June. There were other 
sales of some note of which the more 
interesting results are shown below. 
As always, the first price given is the 
hammer price to include commission, 
the next price is the catalog value 
from the 2008 Scott Specialized 
Catalogue. 


11b, PANAMA inverted, OG, H, VF 
$345 ($675) Bennett 

12c, CANAL ZONE double, OG, H, 
F-VF $633 ($800) Bennett 

22g, inverted center w/ overprint 
reading up, no gum, a few barely short 
perfs. o/w F $2530 ($5000) Rumsey 
24c, double overprint, OG, H, VF $575 
($500) Rumsey 

39c, booklet pane of 6, TG, H, F-XF 
$403 ($550) 

55a, overprint reading down, OG, NH, 
F $302 ($300) Regency-Superior 

55a, overprint reading down, OG, NH, 
VF+ $150 ($300) Bennett 

55c, horiz. pair, left stamp w/o ovp't, 
OG, HR, F in str. 4 w/ 2 normals $690 
($1045) Rumsey 

60b, booklet pane of 6, TG, H, F+ to 
VF $518 ($1000) Bennett 

67, OG, H, VF for this $219 ($500) 
Bennett 

67, used, F $138 ($200) Blair 

91c and 9la, ZONE CANAL and 
ZONE only, OG, H, (ZONE only is 
NH), F-VF in vert. pair w/ B selvegs 
$1433 ($1500) Bennett 


he easily convinced me to one day 
visit the library. In July, I was in 
Northern California again and stopped 
by the WPL in search of references 
to the Canal Zone and Panama in 
early Mekeel’s Weekly Stamp News. 
The WPL is truly a great place to do 
research and I ended up photocopying 
over one hundred pages from the 
nearly 8000 pages of Mekeel’s that I 
had time to skim through. I am sure 
that I will find items of interest for 
our members and will include them in 
future issues of the Philatelist. 


O8, OG, NH, F-VF, CTO as always 
$351 ($650) Regency-Superior 

08, OG, H, barely F, CTO as always 
$231 ($650) Blair 


The names and addresses of the firms 
which sold these stamps are: 


Matthew Bennett International 
200 Rector Place, Suite 41-D 
New York, NY 10280 

(Note new NY address) 


Alan Blair Stamps/Auctions 
5405 Lakeside Ave., #1 
Richmond, VA 23228 


RegencySuperior 
PO Box 8277 
St. Louis, MO 63156-8277 


Schuyler J. Rumsey Philatelic 
Auctions, Inc. 

47 Kearny St., Suite 500 

San Francisco, CA 94108 


Special Auction Report 


HR Harmer offered on June 5 a 
125 lot group of Canal Zone philately 
including a few of the greater rarities. 
This was not a “name” sale and about 
one-third of the lots went unsold. While 
the auction did include a fair share of 
“VG” material, the items that did sell 
tended to sell for good prices. 


3, used, couple sl raggedy perfs. o/w VF+ 
$219 ($250) 

3a, CANAL ZONE inverted, OG, H, barely 
F $604 ($775) 

10a, CANAL ZONE inverted, OG,NH, F 
$421 ($225) 

14f, 8 cts double, no gum and one badly pulled 
perf. o/w barely F, $499 ($1100) 

22 var., imperforate at bottom, OG, HR, VF 
w/ part bottom imprint, CZSG 22.2, $374 
($n/a) 

22d, CANAL ZONE inverted, reading up, 
part OG, H, VF $518 ($550) 

23c, double overprint, dist. OG, H, F $518 
($650) 

23e, double overprint, one diagonal, in pair 
with normal, 2 copies in a margin bl. 4 w/ part 
imprint, dist. TG, HR, F-VF $5486 ($5000) 
33a, double overprint, OG, H, VF $431 
($375) 

39e, inverted center with overprint reading 
down, OG, NH, VF $604 ($600) 

46b, double overprint, OG, H, F $374 ($350) 
74, pl. bl.of 6, #15148-B, OG, H, VF $288 
($325) 

76, pl. bl.of 6, #15352-T, OG, H, F $431 
($475) 

84b, ZONE CANAL, OG, NH, almost VF 
$460 ($500) 

85, pl. bl. of 6, #16474-T, OG, H, VF $242 
($175) 

J17a, POSTAGE DUE double, OG, H, F+ 
$690 ($800) 

O8, OG, H, F, CTO as always $575 ($650) 
U5, mint entire, VF $150 ($200) 

UX3, mint entire, VF, $196 ($190) 
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Fake Overprints on Canal Zone Stamps 
By Richard D. Bates, Jr. 


Overprinted U.S. Issues - 1924 - 1933 
Part IX - Sharp A Overprints 
A Little Color Makes a Big Difference 


In previous articles in this series, the illustrations 
of fakes were provided in black and white. If there was 
something “wrong” about the color on a fake, there was a 
limitation in that only a description of color differences 
could be provided. 

Now we are able to bring illustrations in color to the 
reader, and this article presents several examples of fakes 
that are pretty obviously bad, but for which the color of 
the overprint makes drawing that conclusion a pretty easy 
step to take. 

Illustrated in Fig. 1 are three examples of stamps 
with bad sharp A CANAL ZONE overprints that have 
the overprint in red rather than in black, or vice versa. 
Scott Catalogue does say “overprint in red or black,” poor 
guidance for a potential fake maker. 





Fig. 1 Three stamps with overprints in the wrong color 

The final set of fakes shown in Fig. 2 is of a different 
kind. The overprint reads ZONE CANAL vertically, in a 
font not used to overprint Canal Zone stamps. Moreover, the 
same overprint is applied to several series of U.S. stamps, 





Fig. 2 Several U.S. stamps with fake ZONE CANAL overprints 


which is not the actual experience with CZ stamps. These 
range from the 1902-03 series, through Washington- 
Franklin stamps, to the 1922-23 series to which flat and 
sharp A overprints were applied to create genuine CZ 
stamps. Nothing is right about these stamps, and they 
should fool no one. They are included for the amusement 
of the reader. 
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Editorial 
Richard D. Bates, Jr., Editor 


In a recent issue, I commented about stamps being 
offered on eBay that were accompanied by PSE and PF 
certificates that incorrectly identified the stamp. At that 
time I indicated there was another example accompanied 
by an APES certificate that we were trying to sort out. 

The lot was advertized as a CZ No. 12d, PANAMA 
double, andthe APES certificate, dated in 1988, stated that 
the stamp was Scott No. 12d, unused, o.g. genuine variety 
with the three “PANAMAs” as shown in Fig.1. 


à The 
YJ American Philatelic 
et Expertizing Service 4 
P.0.B0x800 50932 
STATE COLLEGE, PA. 16801 


Enclosed herewith foe examination is the following item believed 
to be 


Country CAA AL TOME ves tues 1204-06 


AMERICAN 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY 


Other information 


‘The jiem submitted has been previously expertized D yes, UKG. 
If yes, give committee mame 
certificate wamber 


date 
‘The following information ix desired: 


EXPER TIZATion on 
of PAeBIA 


Sore moe nema 
Seo or rigs need cet oom 


LEON H. BOOKMAN 
CERTIFIED PuBuiC ACCOUNTANT 
ONE EAS? PENN E 

PHILA. PA 19107 





Fig. 1 Stamp offered on eBay as No. 12d with APES certificate 
To be considered a true 12d, the PANAMAs on both the 
left side and the right side must be double, as is the case 
on the example of an actual No. 12d in Fig. 2. Stamps with 
a second PANAMA only at the right or only at the left, 





Fig. 2 Scott 12d with PANAMA double 
with the other side having a single PANAMA, arise from 
a shift of the overprint from the adjacent stamps. These 
are collectible varieties, and are listed in CZS but not in 
the Scott Catalogue. 

In this case the certificate appears to identify the stamp 
as a 12d, although the description is inconsistent with the 
12d designation, as it clearly states it has three PANAMAs, 
not the four required for a 12d. Careful scrutiny of the 
certificate by several CZSG members led to the conclusion 
that the “d” in “12d” on the certificate appeared to have 
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Secretary’s Report 


John C. Smith 
408 Redwood Ln. 


Schaumburg, IL 60193 


As of August 05, 2008, our 
total membership stands at 644. 
Unfortunately, 44 have been dropped 
from the rolls for non-payment of 
dues. 

Your Board of Directors wishes to 
recognize and thank our 107 Sustaining 
and 127 Contributing members who 
have contributed extra to help make 
the CZSG what it is. We wish to also 
thank all our regular members for 
their continued support. 


New Members 











2583 Ronald G. Rada, Manchester, WA 
Address Changes 

0168 Rudolph L. Crespo, DPO AA, FL 

0565 Ray L. Coughlin, Mountain Home, AR 

0809 George F. Stephenson, Selinsgrove, PA 

0886 John E. Evan, Seminole, FL 

0935 Robert G. Lanphear, Jacksonville, FL 

1039 James S. Gerson, Rock Hill, NY 

1297 Terry D. Bailey, Burlington, VT 

1492 Gary E. Saum, Greenville, NC 

2016 Stephen A. Inklebarger, Chehalis, WA 

2216 William R. Shryock, Salem, OR 

2376 Paul A. Sabatine, Dulles, VA 

2506 Betty J. Annis, Albuquerque, NM 

Sustaining Members 

0061 George W. Stilwell 

0125 Richard H. Salz 

0139 Norman Fox 

0160 Shelton C. Johnson 

0174 Irwin J. Gibbs 

0181 Dr. George W. McKenzie 

0192 Armand E. Johanson, Jr. 

0211 E. Paul Bender 

0230 Douglas L. Brunell 

0233 Bruce L. Hecht 

0259 J. Leonard Diamond 

0382 Michael D. Beck 

0410 Dr. John H. Stunz, Jr. 

0416 John P. Chase 

0450 Richard D. Bates, Jr. 

0454 Richard A. Davis 

0487 Cpt. Charles O. Barrett 

0502 Joseph M. Napp 

0507 J.E. Dorn Thomas 

0508 Dr. Gary B. Weiss 

0538 Chris DeVoe 

0550 Paul F. Ammons 

0640 Robert J. Hubsmith, M.D. 

0655 Julie A. Weiss 

0693 Bruce Henning 

0705 Col. Gary L. Smith, M.D. 

0764 William R. Derr, Ph. D. 

0785 Stephen G. Sullivan, M.D. 

0795 William D. Conroy 

0806 William C. Zimmer 

0858 Edmund W. Price 

0860 Joel A. Miele, Sr. 

0935 Robert G. Lanphear 
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0952 
0960 
0961 
1059 
1064 
1108 
1156 
1203 
1218 
1285 
1305 
1340 
1357 
1399 
1405 
1409 
1461 
1463 
1534 
1555 
1565 
1572 
1575 
1587 
1602 
1661 
1666 
1720 
1761 
1770 
1773 
1810 
1813 
1824 
1865 
1965 
1974 
1987 
2003 
2035 
2113 
2131 
2192 
2206 
2215 
2219 
2232 
2243 
2271 
2310 
2315 
2317 
2319 
2341 
2351 
2371 
2377 
2378 
2403 
2414 
2462 
2471 
2474 
2492 
2507 
2513 
2519 
2527 
2534 
2535 
2550 
2551 
2563 
2577 


0083 
0106 
0140 


Thomas A. Russell 
Robert C. Eckstein 
Finn Stjernholck 

Dr. Stevan Adler 
LaMar T. Sizemore, Jr. 
Dr. Ernesto Arosemena N. 
Stephen D. Schuett 
Jack L. Streeter 
George W. Loop 

Dr. Thomas J. Clark 
Theodore J. Papenfuss 
Dr. Richard M. Rubinson 
Daniel F. Ring 

Sam L. Raguso, Jr. 
Richard W. Ludden 
Wallace E. Reed, Jr. 
Wayne W. Myers 
Robert R. Monok 

J. Kenyon Eagon 
Vicente A. Pascual 
Lawrence M. Weinstock 
William H. Spoerer 
Lawrence W. Howarth 
Robert E. Warren 

Dr. Thomas M. Warren 
Richard F. Murphy 
William D. Morrill, IT 
Charles W. Geisewite 
Charles T. Connell 
Craig J. Chartrand 

J. Thomas Showler 
Richard A. Colberg 

Dr. Gustin M. Welch 
James W. Crumpacker 
Peggy A. Hansen 
Joseph F. Serota, M.D. 
Melinda Johnston 
Thomas S. Kurtz 
William D. Fekete 
Robert E. Lansdowne 
Charles R. Heberer 
Harry E. Chamberlain, II 
Joel C. Esslinger 

John F. Nita 

Louis E. Guglielmino 
David R. Fredericks 
James M. Matson 
Edward F. Fisher 
Phillip R. Beutel 

Niki L. Oquist, M.D. 
John W. Huffman 

E. Otis Dyer, Jr. 
Donald Erlenkotter 
Don R. Arnold 
Thomas M. Williams 
Charles F. Meroni, Jr. 
John D. Hankin 

Fred Sill 

Robert C. Ward 
Thomas J. Marsella 
Dr. Kozuka Mutsuo 
Michael D. Feinstein 
Eric A. Stas 

John Drow 

Wayne K. Mueller 
Ken P. Carstens 
Richard B. Halloran, Jr. 
James R. Stultz 
Robert Kittredge 
John F. Kaminski 
Harry J. Marshall, Jr. 
Allen W. Kelley 
Donald A. Kenmonth 
Barbara B. Mason 


Contributing Membership 





David J. Leeds 
John F. Phoenix 
H. Lee Hagerthey 
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0165 
0219 
0226 
0260 
0261 
0300 
0351 
0393 
0414 
0426 
0437 
0443 
0472 
0496 
0517 
0565 
0593 
0618 
0634 
0639 
0642 
0649 
0662 
0728 
0757 
0760 
0792 
0809 
0871 
0886 
0904 
0907 
0923 
0934 
0967 
0990 
0991 
1003 
1013 
1027 
1040 
1071 
1078 
1084 
1109 
1147 
1157 
1163 
1229 
1230 
1246 
1281 
1304 
1318 
1338 
1348 
1352 
1353 
1363 
1379 
1388 
1404 
1433 
1435 
1444 
1457 
1500 
1531 
1576 
1578 
1582 
1595 
1597 
1601 
1636 
1645 
1646 
1655 
1675 
1727 


David L. Farnsworth 
Aram H. Hatch, Jr. 
George R. Campbell 
Parker A. Bailey, Jr. 
George F. Pollock, Jr. 
Edward Stauffer, Jr. 
Richard F. Potter 
John H. Morrison 
Paul C. Breslow 

Dr. Arthur Sternberg 
Jon A. Hussey 

Dr. Jack P. Sokoloff 
Robert D. O’Dell 

Kirt J. Vener 

William A. Matthews 
Ray L. Coughlin 

Ted E. Bailey 

Edward Pirovits 
Luther R. Dietrich 
Mark R. Tyx 

Anthony C. Chipaloski 
John P. Wynns 
Elizabeth B. Stergion 
Darrel L. Huska 
Harlan Englander 
David J. St. Maurice 
William F. Swanson 
George F. Stephenson 
Albert D. Brockmann 
John E. Evan 
Miroslav Kotek 
Douglas K. Lehmann 
Charles L. Grassman 
Michael Lupienski 
Judy A. Conroy 

Dr. Michael H. Ellman 
Brian C. Stidwell 
David P. Borghi 
Joseph P. Murphy, Jr. 
Dr. George M. Platner 
Raymond H. Cordes 
Delmas G. Parker, Jr. 
David T. Boich 

Elliot W. Coleman 
Morgan T. French 
Robert C. Baldwin 
Prof. David C. Kurtz 
Sam W. Fiarman 
Robert A. Sapieszko 
Winston A. Vadino 

Dr. Stanley M. Bierman 
Smsgt. Peter M. Copeskey 
Tom G. Sandquist 
John J. Zawaski, Jr. 
John A. Backo 

E. David Allen 
Raymond W. Ireson 
John P. Beall 

William J. Walsko 
Joseph A. Webb 
George H. Abbot 
William R. Blew, Jr. 
Dr. Manuel C. Preciado 
James P. Mongeon, Esq. 
Wallace A. Craig 
Thomas W. Scott 
James W. McDougal 
Michael J. Fairlie 
Stanley Spurgiesz 
Michael A. Shapiro 
Harry P. Heislein, Jr. 
Laurence D. Rech 
James E. Watt 

John M. Farkas 
Richard C. Yudin 
Louis Sloss, Jr. 

John D. Hartup, Jr. 
Herbert L. Hamerslough 
Stephen W. Goodman 
Dr. Ronald C. Moe 


168 


1739 
1778 
1803 
1805 
1809 
1918 
1941 
2012 
2045 
2065 
2071 
2095 
2133 
2162 
2178 
2181 
2211 
2218 
2235 
2238 
2254 
2274 
2277 
2284 
2288 
2291 
2294 
2297 
2320 
2367 
2373 
2381 
2459 
2464 
2473 
2482 
2491 
2502 
2510 
2512 
2515 
2520 
2533 
2559 


Patrick M. Moore 
Maj. Edgar F. Titus 
Robert A. Ross 
Thomas G. Roseme 
Larry M. Paulson 
John H. Beale, Jr. 
Michael M. Parrish 
Richard T. Whistler 
Alexander J. Savakis 
Wayne A. Hise 
Richard Spielberg 
Robert E. Bridges 
Harry V. Ellis, III 
William B. Kinlaw, M.D. 
Edward D. Simmer 
Susan L. Tucker 
Steven L. Sherman 
Gaylord F. Warren 
Frederick J. Miller, Jr. 
Steve P. Turchik 
Joseph P. Kane 
Ronald L. Truffa 
Lori B. Anthony 
Edward J. Powell 
Peter A. Hood 
Thomas M. Defrank 
Robert J. Radley 
Harold J. Petoskey 
Haydon D. Gaines 
Roger S. Brody 
Robert C. Clark, Jr. 
Robert D. Avery 
Kenneth F. Goss 
Jack D. Cooper 

Col. Pascual E. Goicoechea 
George L. Young 
William L. Strauss 
Torsten Beyer 
Robert G. Juneau 
Wilbur J. Dockery, Jr. 
William Anderson 
Claude B. Bell 

John T. Platel 

Lee R. Hunt 


Editor’s Note 

With this issue the CZSG has 
brought color to the CZP. This change, 
which we hope will be a permanent 
feature of our publication, is made 
possible in part by the something 
extra provided by the more than 1/3 
of our members who elect to provide 
dues payments at the contributing or 
sustaining levels. It also enables the 
CZSG to maintain the regular dues 
at the bargain price of $8. Those 
interested in Canal Zone stamps, 
postal history, and related topics 
owe sincere thanks to these generous 
members who contribute above the 
$8 level. When it comes time to pay 
your dues again, please consider 
an additional contribution at the 
contributing or sustaining level. 

Handbooks, including the Type 
III example we expect to distribute 
in December 2008, are sent as a 
supplement to the CZP, without 
additional cost to paid-up members at 
the time of distribution. This is made 
possible by the funds generated by 
past CZSG Mail Sales. 


Clues to Fake First Series 
Covers 


Recently an eBay lot triggered 
a conversation about a first series 
cover. I stated that the cover was 
obviously bad, and that looking at the 
stamp only confirmed that opinion. 
When asked why I expressed that 
view, I learned that what I thought 
was common knowledge, was not so 
widely known. Thus this article will 
summarize the reasons that a simple 
inspection of certain characteristics of 
a first series cover can indicate if it is 
likely to be bad. 

I would be cautious in purchasing 
any cover that has the following 
characteristics, and would advise 
not doing so if you cannot get a clear 
commitment to be able to return it to the 
seller with a full refund if an opinion is 
obtained that the cover is fake. 

° The destination of the cover is in 
Panama, except for those sent to or 
care of the U. S. Consul in Colon; 

*The date in the marking is July 
10th or later in 1904, and/or 

e There is only one town marking 
on the front and that one is from 
Ancon, and/or 

*There is no Canal Zone marking 


on the back, and the only marking 
there is an Agencia marking that is 
usually blurred or difficult to read. 

Of course, it is still valuable to check 
the 7-bar killer and the Hs marking, 
in Entwistle, Postal Markings CZSG 
Handbook No. 9, 1992, and the stamps 
for obvious problems in the Canal Zone 
handstamp, especially the color. 

The accompanying table lists the 
known covers that are not genuine, 
indicating a list of addressees that 
should raise suspicions that a cover 
is not genuine. Note the good news: 
there are over 700 known good first 
series covers; there are only about 30 
known fakes. Most covers with Canal 
Zone No.1, 2, 3 are good. They may 
be a bit pricey, but if you find one and 
it does not have the bad signs listed 
above, it is likely ok. It probably is 
still best to get a certificate. 

Note that there are known good 
covers to some of these addressees, so 
the name of the addressee alone does 
not indicate a fake. 

The author thanks Dick Salz for 
sharing information about known 
fake first series covers and their 
characteristics. 








R. D. Bates, Jr. 


Table 1. Known Fake First Series Covers 
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Plate Varieties on 
Canal Zone Stamps 


Part I. Double Transfer on 
Scott No. 76 Revisited 
by Richard D. Bates, Jr. 


Plate varieties are a relatively little 
explored area of Canal Zone philately. 
The goal of this series of articles is to 
examine the world of plate varieties, 
especially those on Bureau-issued 
U.S. stamps overprinted for use in 
the Canal Zone, acknowledging that 
the number of plate varieties on Canal 
Zone stamps is small, spotting them is 
difficult, and they rarely are listed in 
the Scott Specialized Catalogue. 

These are in contrast to overprinting 
varieties and printing errors which are 
better known, which generally rate a 
listing in the Scott Catalogue, and 
about which much has been written. 
There are numerous varieties on 
Canal Zone stamps created by the 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing 
that occurred during printing (such 
as shifted overprints creating CANAL 
only, ZONE only, and ZONE CANAL 
errors), during setting up the form to 
do the overprint (such as ZONE ZONE 
and inverted CANAL or ZONE errors, 
and the wrong font varieties), and 
perforation errors. 

Especially useful for tracking 
down potential plate varieties is 
a book published by the Bureau 
Issues Association in 1979. Authored 
by Loren C. French, it is entitled 
Encyclopedia of Plate Varieties on U.S. 
Bureau-Printed Postage Stamps. It is 
useful to quote the answer to French’s 
rhetorical question, “What is a plate 
variety?” 

True plate varieties cause changes in 

the appearance of the printed stamp due 

to aberrations on the printing plate. 

Something occurs to create a 
difference on one (or perhaps more 
than one) subject on the plate, so that 
a stamp printed from that position 
has some difference in appearance 
from stamps printed from other 
positions on the plate. As a plate 
variety, it is unique to that position 
on that particular plate and would 
appear on every stamp printed from 
that position on that plate, but on no 
other positions. French describes the 


30 


plate variety found on overprinted 
U.S. stamps that are the focus of this 
article, saying that 


Double transfers (DTs) occur when an 
impression which was entered out of 
alignment, or for some other reason, 
is not completely removed from the 
plate before a new impression is laid 
down. Remnants of the first impression 
pick up ink and reproduce their image 
along with the new impression. Some 
examples suggest that no attempt was 
made to erase the original impression 
and we have an “all over” DT. 


The known CZ DT on No. 86 from pos. 
UL86 of plate 15571 is shown in Fig. 1. 





Fig. 2 Scott No. 76 with double transfer 


The process by which the only 
double transfer listed in the Scott 
Specialized Catalogue on a Canal 
Zone stamp was tracked down and its 
identity proved makes very interesting 
reading, and serves as the backdrop 
for the process of determining the 
identity of new plate varieties. This 
all over double transfer on Canal Zone 
Scott No. 86 was reported in CZP 37: 


25, 30-1 by George W. Brett and James 
T. DeVoss. Its discovery on a Canal 
Zone stamp led to the discovery of the 
same variety on U.S. Scott No. 557, 
the position of which was found to be 
on plate no. 15571, position UL86. As 
this example shows a doubling of the 
entire design, it is very striking when 
you finally get to see one up close. This 
Canal Zone variety is quite scarce, 
having previously been listed in Scott’s 
at $50, but now is unpriced. 

This is the only plate variety on a 
Canal Zone stamp that is listed in the 
Scott Specialized Catalogue. Canal 
Zone Stamps is only slightly richer, 
listing two double transfers on stamps 
printed by the Bureau of Engraving 
and Printing, the aforementioned No. 
86 and one on No. 115. There are 
also a couple of plate varieties other 
than double transfers listed, such as 
gripper-slot plate cracks in the margin 
of No. 164, and misplaced entries on 
the 2 cent Goethals, No. 106, which 
then shows up on both C3 and C5 
when 106 was surcharged to create 
the airmail stamps. 

In addition to the double transfer 
variety on Scott No. 86 described 
above, two other double transfer 
examples on U.S. stamps overprinted 
for use in the Canal Zone have been 
reported in The Canal Zone Philatelist. 
The DT on 86 is an overall unerased 
double transfer, but the other two 
reported double transfers reported 
on Canal Zone stamps, on No. 71 by 
Lawson P. Entwistle (CZP: 81, 29, 31) 
and Canal Zone Scott No.76 by this 
author (CZP: 83, 11), show doubling of 
only part of the design, approximately 
the top third in each of these cases. 

This article presents further 
information on the plate variety on 
Scott No. 76, (see Fig. 2) and the 
process by which such varieties can 
be characterized further. In the 
expanded view of the upper portion of 
the stamp shown in Fig. 3, the features 
of the double transfer on the Canal 
Zone No. 76 are visible. They can be 
seen in the letters “...ED STATES 
POS...,” plus inside and above the 
oval surrounding the portrait, plus 
doubling of the circles in the UL and 
UR corners, and generally for all parts 
of the design at the top of the stamp. 

When a suspected plate variety is 
discovered, it is desirable to identify it 
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Fig. 3 Expanded view Scott No. 76 with double transfer 


as a plate variety, as opposed to a printing variety or some 
other fly speck. Some potential plate varieties require 
finding a second example, thus demonstrating it was 
not a one time occurrence caused by, for example, some 
extraneous bit of fluff on the plate that printed and then 
may have been removed. Even ifit printed more than once, 
these examples are unlikely to be identical; plate varieties 
produce stamps from that position that are exactly the 
same until someone intervenes to correct the defect on 
the plate, such as by reentering the design. For stamps 
overprinted CANAL ZONE the confirming example need 
not be another CZ stamp with the variety; it could be on 
the underlying U.S. stamp, and it is for identifying those 
possibilities that French’s book is very valuable. Or it 
could be found on the plate proofs that exist for each plate 
produced by the Bureau of Engraving and Printing. It is 
this mechanism that was successful in the case of No. 86, 
and for the variety on No. 76 described here. 

In the case of the all over double transfer on No. 86, 
the possibility that it was a double impression had to be 
ruled out. A pair was found with one stamp having the 
double image, the other without. This eliminated the 
possible explanation that it is a double impression, for in 
that case both stamps would show the doubling. Then, 
by examining the plate proofs for the plates overprinted 
CANAL ZONE, the plate number, pane position, and 
location of the subject on the pane were identified as Plate 
15571, position UL86. At that time, the plate proofs were 
housed in the Department of Postal History and Philately 
at the Smithsonian Institution. 

The search for the confirming copy for the double transfer 
on No. 76 began with the plate proofs that can be examined 
with the assistance of the staff at the Smithsonian’s 
National Postal Museum. When the original article was 
published, the belief was that this was a first printing 
of No. 76, and that it matched one of the plate varieties 
illustrated in French’s book, described as “downward 
DT over top quarter of design,” in the position unknown 
category. It had originally been described in The Bureau 
Specialist of Dec. 1935. Because the position is unknown, 
one must search the available positions of the plate proofs 
of U.S. No. 564, which were overprinted to produce Canal 
Zone No. 76, to determine the plate number and position of 
this plate variety. Canal Zone Stamps identified the plates 
overprinted in the first printing as 14404-14407. 

However, a careful scrutiny of all 1600 subjects on 
the plate proofs for these four plates failed to produce a 
match with the variety illustrated in Fig. 3. Upon closer 
examination of the stamp, the reasonable possibility 
existed that the Canal Zone variety is actually from the 


second printing of No. 76, rather than the first as originally 
thought to be the case. That necessitated examining the 
plates that CZS indicated were overprinted in the second 
printing, 15350, 15351, 15352, and 15692. CZS indicated 
only UL panes were overprinted, which narrowed this 
search to only 400 subjects, 100 from each plate. However, 
again, careful scrutiny of the 400 subjects from the four UL 
panes failed to provide a match with the stamp. Thus, none 
of the positions known to have been overprinted CANAL 
ZONE for either printing exhibited the traits of this double 
transfer, a very puzzling result. 





Fig. 4 Plate proof for plate 15350, pos. 81, 82, 91, 92 

Because CZ No. 88, the sharp A version, was also created 
by overprinting U.S. No. 564, using plates 15350-52 as three 
of the four plates, and all four positions on each plate were 
used, I took advantage of having the plate proofs out from 
the NPM’s vault and scanned quickly the other positions 
on these plates to see if anything interesting popped up. 
Lo and behold, there was the match on the lower left pane 
of plate 15350, in position 81. This position occurs in the 
block with the siderographer’s initials illustrated in Fig. 
4. An expanded view of pos. 81 shown in Fig. 5 reveals an 
exact match, feature by feature, of the characteristics on 
the CZ stamp illustrated in Figs. 2 and 3, and the image 
from the plate proof in Figs. 4 and 5. 





Fig. 5 Expanded view of position LL81 from plate 15350 

Thus the plate position that gave rise to the variety 
shown in Figs. 2 and 3 has been found in position LL81 of 
plate 15350, a pane that was not supposed to have been 
overprinted with a flat A CANAL ZONE. There remain two 
possible explanations. Either the CANAL ZONE overprint 


continued page 32 
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Canal Zone Booklet Panes 


Dick Larkin has provided several tables with information 
about different Canal Zone booklets. The first of these is 
provided below. 


Identifying positions of perforated edge panes of Types | and 
Il (31c, 32c, 38c, 39g, 39f) 


Vertical Bottom | Right 


FOR 1 (2) = RE- 
PUBLICA DE PA * 


| 

|| a 

H 

= ee vomm 
S o [erica cash arowan 
C [i [erea cas turer 
|| R | vertical dash at lower right | 
L S R [eriat dat at urer ah 
| B | | Tiere ě éf 
| a | | 


See Canal Zone Suan pp. 264-265 for i s positions. 
* How much of these words appears on a given example of these 
two positions depends on where the vertical cut between them 
was made and how wide the selvage is. 





Editorial 


Continued from page 27 


been added, creating an altered certificate. 

To date, in part because this certificate is over 25 years 
old and complicated by the move of the APS Headquarters 
to the Match Factory facility, efforts by the APS to find the 
file pertaining to this certificate have not been successful. 
They do report that this item was not found among those 
certified as 12d, so it is distinctly possible the certificate 
was altered. If the actual file is found, it may enable the 
actual language on the certificate as issued to be checked. 
A lot could have happened to the stamp and certificate in 
the intervening years, so there is no point in speculating 
who might have done what, particularly when the set of 
facts is incomplete. But there is one thing that is clear: 
the stamp is not a 12d, no matter what the certificate 
may have said. If you encounter a stamp about which you 
are in doubt, even if it has a certificate, it pays to seek a 
second opinion as to the proper identification, soundness, 
and authenticity of the item in question. 

Unfortunately, dealing with misidentified and fake 
stamps offered on eBay has become more difficult, as 
eBay is no longer using the APS watchdog for items they 
offer. In the past, reports to me or sent directly to the 
APS representative would prompt requests that items 
be removed from the eBay listing if justified. There is no 
clear path to do this now, and CZSG members are back 
in the role of informing the seller that there is a problem, 
hoping they will take the item down. It is, in my opinion, 
an unfortunate step backwards. 


Plate Varieties on Canal Zone Stamps 
continued from page 31 

is a fake applied to a genuine copy from this position, or the 
information that lower left panes from this plate were not 
part of the group overprinted is incorrect. The stamp has 
been examined by CZSG members who expertize for APES 
and PSE, and has all traits of a genuine stamp, including 
the 10.4 mm spacing between CANAL and ZONE, an 11.2 
mm length of CANAL, and an 8.8 mm length of ZONE. 
Perhaps a CZSG member has a block with siderographer’s 
initials for the second printing of No. 76, or a side plate 
block with plate number 15350 that extends down as far 
as pos. 81, and shown this double transfer variety. They 
can only exist if LL panes were overprinted. 

The search of the plate proofs has been made possible 
by access to the vault materials at NPM and the author is 
indebted to Cheryl Ganz, Jim O’Donnell, and the other staff 
of the NPM for making this possible. Future articles will 
examine new discoveries that have been made, discuss some 
possible plate varieties to look for on Canal Zone stamps, 
and provide new information about previously published 
items. Credit is acknowledged to the Smithsonian National 
Postal Museum for the scans from the plate proofs. 








CANAL ZONE STUDY GROUP 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR THE YEAR 2007 
Revenue: 2007 dues earned $ 7,135 
Sales of CZSG publications 176 
Advertisements in CZP 400 
Interest 2,850 
Mail Sale (not held in 2007) - 
Total revenue 10,561 
Expenses: 
CZP - printing, postage, editorial 7,526 
Membership, publicity, administration 1,104 
Member recruitment advertisement — Amos Press 
286 
Total expenses 8,916 
Revenue over expenses for the year 1,645 
Net assets as of: 
1 January: 86,812 
31 December: 
Cash in interest-bearing accounts $ 96,950 
Less dues received in advance (8,493) 
$ 88,457 
Except for dues, transactions are recorded on the cash basis; as of 
December 31, there were no outstanding unrecorded bills. 
Dues are reported as income in the year to which they relate. 
Proceeds from and expenses of the Mail Sale are reported in the year 
the sale closes. 
No amounts are recorded for the value of time spent by board members, 
officers, mail sale manager, editor, publications manager, and other 
volunteers. 
Richard F. Larkin, Treasurer 
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CANAL ZONE 
FOR THE SPECIALIST 


SPECIALIZED CANAL ZONE 
LISTS AVAILABLE ON 
REQUEST 


Mp. J, PCoveteshi. i 
Ancon, C. Z. AWW 


Zone Police #135 


P.O. Box # E4 


1916 1c envelope variety 
#U1a/1a entire. 
HEAD & OVERPRINT ONLY. 
Used with #38 
tied by Balboa, 4-16-19, 
duplex to Ancon with 
two different 4-16 receivers 
Very Fine * Quite Rare 
Only 4 used examples known. 


Elliot W. Coleman 
Fine Philatelics 
P.O. Box 119 
Pound Ridge, NY 10576 
collectibles@pecollectibles.com 


Visit our Website at pecollectibles.com 


WANTED 
Book Reviewer 


David Farnsworth has indicated 
he will no longer be providing book 
reviews to the CZP after nearly 30 
years of having done so. The CZSG 
owes David hearty thanks for the fine 
job he has done for such an extended 
period of time. 

Two new books with the Panama 
Canal as a theme have appeared 
recently. They were reviewed by H. 
W. Brands in the New York Times 
this Spring: New York Times Book 
World, Sunday, May 25, 2008. 


They are: 





Panama Fever- 

The Epic Story of One of the Greatest 
Human Achievements of All Time - 
The Building of the Panama Canal 
by Matthew Parker, Doubleday, 530 
pp. $29.95 


Drawing the Line at the Big Ditch 
The Panama Canal Treaties and the 
Rise of the Right 

by Adam Clymer, Univ. Press of 
Kansas, 286 pp. $29.95 


Anyone interested in serving as book 
reviewer of these and other Canal 
Zone related publications for the CZP 
should contact the editor. 


Buy Sell Appraisals 
Larry Weinstock 
Specializing in: 
Air Mail, Canal Zone, BNA, U.S. 
& Older World-Wide Stamps & 
Covers 
Member of: 
AAMS APS ASDA CZSG NSDA 
P.O. Box 92033 
Portland, OR 97292-2033 


(503) 762-4116 
(503) 762-4118 (Fax) 


Iwstampscovers @ aol.com 


WANTED 
#12 


Stages I, II, III, & IV 
CZSG Nos. 12.Aa, 12.Ab, 12.Ba, 
12.Bb, 12.C, 12.D, 12.Ea, & 12.Eb 


#13 


Stages IT & III 
CZSG Nos. 13.B, 13.C, & 13.D 


Sheets and Blocks 
Unused & Used 


Approvals accepted 
If you don’t know CZSG No., 
Iam happy to examine any item. 
Geoffrey Brewster 


6453 E STALLION RD. 
PARADISE VALLEY AZ 85253 


480-607-7184 


CANAL ZONE 


Comprehensive Stock including 
singles, plate blocks, FDC’s, FFC’s 
B.O.B., stationery, covers and 
paper memorabilia/books 
Send for free Detailed List 
or view at our Website, 


C&H Stamps 
P.O. Box 855 
Syracuse, NY 13214 
CZCD@tweny.rr.com 
Website: 
www.CanalZoneStamps.Com 


CZSG APS USPPS 
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Canal Zone Only 


Conroy Philatelic Company 
P.O. Box 81 
West Redding, Ct. 06896-0081 


E-Mail czphilatelic@sbcglobal.net 


Specializing in Canal Zone Postage 


Unused & Used in Singles & Blocks 
Definitive - Air Post - Postage Due - Plate # 
Blocks - Officials - Seals - Precancels 


Covers - First Days - First Flights 


Stationery: 
Envelopes & Postal Cards - Regular & Air 
Picture Post Cards 
By Manufacturer’s Numbers & Description 


& Memorabilia 
Send for our latest 


Free Net Price List 

of over 1600 items 
We’re willing to go the extra Lock, 
when filling our Clients Want Lists 


SUPPORT OUR 


ADVERTISERS 
THANK YOU 


U.S. POSSESSIONS 


(and the rest of the world, too) 


Mention your collecting 
interests, and we'll 
send you our price list. 


LAWRENCE J. MOZIAN 


“a name associated with philately since 1901” 


P.O. Box 5774 
Williamsburg, VA 23188 


For Sale 


CANAL ZONE 


SPECIMENS 


Irwin Gibbs 


1699 El Camino Real, Suite 100 
Millbrae, CA 94030 
(650) 866-3757 
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The Panama Line 
By Alan P. Bentz 


The following article is the sixth and final installment of 


a series on the history of the Panama Line that was inspired 
by David J. Leeds, who also provided significant material. 


PANAMA fine 





Fig. 46 Menu cover from Captain’s Diner 1951 
The New Panama Line Ships of 1939 - SS CRISTOBAL 


SS CRISTOBAL was the third and last of the 
“PANAMA?” to be commissioned. On her first run from 
Quincy to New York she was delayed by thick fog off 
Nantucket. She docked at Pier 65 in New York at 3:30 
PM on 12 August 1939, after being delayed 6 hours. She 
sailed on her maiden voyage at 3:00 PM on 17 August. 
CRISTOBAL was the Panama Line’s Flagship and 
continued as such for 42 years. 


IDEN VOYAGE 


YORK TO Pan 
AUGUST 17, 1999 





Fig. 47a Southbound Maiden Voyage cover 


MAIDEN VOYAGE - 5. 5. CRISTOBAL. 
July - August, 1939. 

This card is enclosed in a special cover carried on 
the maiden voyage ofthe 3.3. Cristobal of the Panama 
Line. Because of her all-steel construction and virtu- 
ally sinkless hull, the new 493-foot, 10,000 ton liner 
is hailed by engineers as one of the safest ships in 
the world. Like her sisters, the Panama and Ancon, she 
is also a smokeless ship. 
The Cristobal is the last of thee sister ships enter- 
ing service this year between New York and the Canal 
Zone via Haiti. 
She is named in honor of Cristobal, the terminus of 
the company in the Canal Zone. In Spanish, Cristobal, 
with its neighboring city of Colon, together spell 
“Christopher Columbus", the Discoverer of the New World. 





Fig. 47b Information card in Maiden Voyage cover 





Fig. 48 Northbound Maiden Voyage Cover from Panama 
CRISTOBAL arrived in Cristobal, Canal Zone (her 
namesake city) on 23 August and departed on 27 August, 
arriving in New York on 2 September, the day after Poland 
was invaded and WWII began. 


P L = 





Fig. 49 Northbound Maiden Voyage Cover originating in Haiti 
(Courtesy of Robert J. Karrer) 


Fig. 49 shows Panama Line logo different from the 
shipboard stationery. It has two readable handstamps. 
Note that the oval Maiden Voyage stamp has the name 
misspelled as “CRISTOBOL” in both Figs. 48 and 49. 
The third, smudged handstamp is presumed to have been 
applied in Haiti, and is unreadable. 

CRISTOBAL continued as a Panama Line ship until 
1942. Travel to the U.S. for Panama Canal employees 
was subsidized as an inducement to get them out of the 
tropics, or to be able to visit stateside relatives. Figure 50 
below shows a portion of a reservation confirmation, typed 
on onion skin, and air mailed from New York. It shows 
the employee base rate of $30 for the six-day trip with 
gourmet meals included. The non-employee rate was four 
times that amount. 


PANAMA LINE 
(PANAMA RAILROAD COMPANY) 
24 STATE STREET 
NEW YORK 
AIR MAIL 
September 16, 1940 
Mr. Paul A. Bentz, 


Box $358, 
Balboa Heights, O.Z. 
S.S. “CRISTOBAL” OCT. oth 


Dear Sir: 

We have for acknowledgement your letter of September 
oth. 

We have now definitely reserved for Mrs. Paul A. Bentz, 
and Mra. Edith L. Bentz, a veranée room as listed under Group 
Two. ‘The rate for your mother would be $120. plus $5.50 U.S. 
Revere Tax, and for your wife $30. plus $10. account veranda 
nocomodstion, also $1.10 U. S. Tax. 

This would give the Indies exclusive use of a large 


veranda room, with twin beds, private shower and toilet. 





Fig. 50 Reservation Confirmation for 10 October 1940 
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On 11 January 1942, CRISTOBAL was taken over for use 
asa U.S. Army Transport. Her first duty was to carry troops 
to Australia, as well as troops and field artillery to Noumea, 
New Caledonia. Later, her troop-carrying capacity was 
increased to 2,300, after which troops were taken to Suez 
via Freetown, Capetown, Durban, and Aden. She reached 
Suez on 23 July 1942, and was exposed to attack nightly by 
torpedo planes. In early November 1942, she participated 
in the Allied landings at Casablanca (known as “Operation 
Torch”). CRISTOBAL brought back 1500 wounded soldiers 
from Casablanca to New York. CRISTOBAL was also 
used to land troops at Utah Beach after the Normandy 
Invasion. 





Fig.51 USAT CRISTOBAL in wartime garb during 
“Operation Torch” 


On 14 June 1946, CRISTOBAL was returned to civilian 
service, after serving four years and five months in military 
service. She was refurbished and resumed her Panama 
Line duties with great fanfare, as shown below: 





Fig. 52 SS CRISTOBAL bedecked with flags on her 
return to Canal Zone service 


The Panama Line ships were unusual in that all 
passengers traveled First Class. The ships were noted for 
gourmet food, and the primary shipboard malady, besides 
seasickness, was overeating, since anyone could order as 
many appetizers, entrees, or desserts as they desired. An 
example of the fare is shown from the Captain’s Dinner 
menu shown in Fig. 53. 

Letters written on shipboard were handed to the purser, 
who then posted them at the first stop. The letter in Fig. 
54a, written on the northbound trip, was sent by air mail 
back to the Canal Zone from Port-au-Prince. 
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S. S. CRISTOBAL 


CAPTAM E J, ERIKSEN, USNR 
Coemoerte 


EXECUTIVE STAFF 


EDWARD CARLSON.USNR. - - 





cy 404 


Bal H ts Cr © URIS 5 is 
~ e] MA R; e 4 

pet eh BS ae 

post e \ ye 


Ac Fak A Bate. 


Box 40 4 
Balbo Heicht C. Z 


Fig. 54a Shipboard mail written on Panama Line stationery 





Fig. 54b Panama line logo on 
stationery 


PANAMA LINE 





Two handstamps were applied in addition to “Via Air 
Mail.” Figure 54b shows the modernized logo used on 
Panama Line stationery from the back of the envelope in 
Fig 54a. 

On 19 October 1956 SS PANAMA was offered for sale, 
and was purchased by The American President Line. On 
29 June the SS ANCON was transferred to the Maritime 
Administration to be used as school ship at the Maine 
Maritime Academy as USMTS State of Maine. This left 
the SS CRISTOBAL to carry on alone. 

From 1962 to 1981 she changed her route from Cristobal 
to NY via Haiti for a new destination: New Orleans. She 
had a harrowing ordeal when her moorings failed during 
Hurricane Camille on 17 August 1969. Winds were clocked 
at 165 mph before the gauge broke. She ran aground three 
miles up river from New Orleans with broken windows, and 
deck cargo trucks were overturned. In 1971, her passenger 
capacity was reduced to 12 from 200, the normal number 
of passengers as a passenger/freight ship. 

CRISTOBAL’s 42-year career finally ended on 15 
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The Panama Line 

Continued from page 11 

September, 1981, when she departed from Cristobal 
for the last time, after a two-hour open house for 
people to say goodbye. At that time, copies of this 
informational certificate (Fig. 55) were given to 
visitors. The “Certificate” below was provided by Robert 


se 


peinent of tbe SS Cristop 


1939-1981 





to visitors on date of departure. 


J. Karrer, who visited the vessel, and is standing 
somewhere in the crowd on the dock in Fig. 56. It provided 
a brief history of the ship. 





S/S CRISTOBAL 
OFF. #238789 
PANCANALCO STEAM 


Ok EN 


LAST VOYAGE "522 
OF THE SS CRISTOBAL 





República de Panama 


CORREOS DE CRISTOBAL 
BARCO PAQUEBO T 
POR AVION PAR AVION 


Fig. 57 Cover carried on the final voyage (No. 522) of 


the CRISTOBAL (Courtesy of Robert J. Karrer) 
The number on the corner card in Fig. 57 is the Maritime 






Administration’s official serial number for the vessel [21]. 
The cover in Fig. 57 is a Paquebot cover, which has the 
allowable U.S. postage with a Panama cancel. 
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CZSG Meeting at StampShow 2008 


The Northeastern Chapter hosted a CZSG meeting at 
the APS STAMPSHOW 2008 in Hartford, CT on 16 August 
2008. Fourteen members attended the meeting. 





Meeting attendees Judy Conroy, Bill Conroy, Ken Flagg, Alan 
Bentz, Elliot Coleman, Michael Barie, Gary Weiss, Bob Hubsmith, 
Dick Bates, Mike Demski, Rob Loeffler, and Joe Chervenyak. 


Also attending the meeting, after the picture was taken, 
were Mike Drabik and Jim Watt. Other CZSG members 
at the Show who couldn’t make the meeting were Bob and 
Connie Eldridge, Richard Potter, and Elwynn J. Miller. 

Elliot Coleman gave a talk on Canal Zone errors titled 
“What a few centimeters will do!” He showed horizontal 
shifts in Panama stamps overprinted and vertical shifts 
in U.S. stamps overprinted. 

Alan Bentz gave a talk on mixed franking and showed 
us some of the ones he has, which started some interesting 
discussion on exactly what is meant by “mixed franking.” 
He included Paquebot covers he has with CZ Paquebot 
cancels, and non-CZ franking. Alan also alerted us to 
fakes — many appearing on eBay. He addressed one that 
appeared with an altered APS Certificate, apparently 
adding a “d” to a CZ No.12, ostensibly changing it from a 
stamp cataloguing at $3.75 to one valued at $1000. This 
is to be addressed in CZP and should be addressed by the 
APS (see editorial on page 30). 

Dick Bates requested members to send him articles 
for the CZ Philatelist. He offered to help anyone with an 
article, if they were reticent about submitting it. 

Bob Karrer is working on an update to the 1984 Maduro 
post card book called A Panama Patchwork Revisited, with 
Judy Conroy typing the text, in the hopes that it will be 
published as a CZSG Handbook. 

Paul Ammons won a Gold Award for his exhibit, entitled 
Canal Zone Second (First Definitive) Airmail Series. 

The next meeting will be at THAMESPEX 2008 in 
Waterford on 19 October 2008. 
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